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AMmTOMBNT;    And  now  for  our  FARM  FLASHES:  —  Today  the  FARM  FLASHES  tell  of 
sone  cf  the  recent  developments  in  agriculture  and  agricultural  adjustment. 
These  FARM  FLASHES  are  frora  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 


Representatives  of  potato  growers  fron  sixteen  potato  states  have  been 
discussing  the  possibility  of  a  control  plan  for  potatoes.    Last  wee]-  a  potato 
advisory  committee  of  those  growers  outlined  to  the  Adjustnent  Administration 
their  ideas  of  -what  a  national  control  plan  for  potatoes  night  include. 

They  suggested  that  potatoes  be  nade  a  basic  commodity  under  the  adjust- 
ment act  and  recommended  control  legislation  sinilar  to  the  Kerr-Smith  Act  for 
tobacco.    They  propose  a  plan  in  which  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  would  deter- 
mine how  big  a  potato  crop  it  seens  advisable  to  market,  with  a  view  toward 
establishing  and  maintaining  a  parity  price  for  potatoes. 

After  the  size  of  the  total  crop  for  the  country  was  determined,  allot- 
ments to  States  would  be  made.    Allotments  to  individual  growers  would,  in  turn, 
be  based  on  the  State  allotments.    Potatoes  not  covered  by  allotments  would  be 
subject  to  a  tax,  of,   say  half  a  cent  a  pound. 

Under  the  committee' s  recommendations  a  potato  grower  would  apply  for 
his  allotment  and  would  get  tax  exempt  certificates  for  the  amount  of  his 
allotment.    Before  marketing  more  potatoes  than  the  amount  covered  by  these 
tax  exempt  certificates,  he  would  have  to  get  tax  paid  certificates. 
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First, 


a  word  about  potatoes. 
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The  committee  recommendations  included  suggestions  for  computing  a  flax- 
i"ble  "basis  of  allotments  to  States  and  other  features,  "but  did  not  include 
recommendations  for  either  processing  taxes  or  "benefit  payments* 

The  advisors7,  committee  making  these  recoixiendations  to  the  Adjustment 
Administration  represented  potato  growers  in  Maine,  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
Maryland,  New  Jersey,   South  Carolina,  Ohio,  Kansas,  Alabama,  Michigan,  Louisiana, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  Florida,  North  Dakota,  and  Minnesota. 

This  no  nth  growers  of  cigar  tobacco  in  He?;  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota,  will  vote  on  whether  they  want 
the  Kerr-Smith  Tobacco  Act  to  apply  to  their  tobaccos  this  year. 

Last  season,   cigar-leaf  types  of  tobacco  were  exempted  from  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Kerr-Smith  Tobacco  Act,  which  puts  a  tax  on  the  sale  of  tobacco, 

the 

In  effect  the  tax  falls  upon  the  growers  who  do  not  cooperate  in/tobacco 
adjustment  program.    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  authorizod    to  issue  non- 
transferable tax-payment  warrants,  which  may  be  used  to  pay  the  tax,  to  growers 
who  have  entered  into  contracts  with  the  Secretary*"  and  to  other  growers  for  whom 
no  equitable  allotment  can  be  made  under  the  contracts  offered  by  the  Secretary. 

Here  roughly  is  the  way  the  plan  works.    Contracting  growers  get  tax- 
payments  warrants  covering  all  of  the  tobacco  which  they  are  permitted  to  pro- 
duce under  their  contracts.    In  other  words,  in  that  way,  they  can  market  their 
allotment  of  tobacco  free  of  tax.    Bat  growers  who  do  not  get  tax-payment 
warrants  are  required  to  pay  the  tax  in  cash. 

The  Act  itself  requires  that  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  find  out 
whether  the  persons  controlling  three-fourths  of  the  customary  tobacco  acreage 
favor  the  levy  of  the  tax.    That  referendum  is  being  held  in  the  cigar  tobacco 
sections  early  this  month.    The  vote  will  be  tabulated  in  each  county  and  will 
be  made  public  as  promptly  as  possible  after  12  o'clock  noon  on  February  lo. 
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This  no  nth  too  the  "big  sign-up  campaign  on  the  corn-hog    program,  is 
getting  under  way  in  a  nuniber  of  States, 

The  ad.justr.ient  contracts  iron  continental  sugar  "beet  and  sugarcane 
farmers  are  now  being  audited,   in  Washington  preparatory  to  payments.  In 
fact,  payments  have  already  gone  to  a  number  of  sugar  growers  in  Louisiana 
and  Utah. 

First  adjustment  payments  have  also  "been  made  to  Philippine  sugar 
producers  who  are  cooperating  in  the  adjustment  of  sugar.    Those  payments 
to  Phillippine  cane  growers  are  made  from  funds  derived  from  the  processing 
tax  on  sugar  produced  in  the  Phillipine  Islands. 

Turning  now  to  some  developments  of  a  little  different  sort,  we  note 
that  the  Rational  Forest  Reservation  Commission  has  authorized  the  creation 
of  twenty  new  national  forest  units,  additions  to  sixteen  of  the  existing 
national  forest  and  approval  for  Federal  purchase  of  nearly  half  a  million 
acres  of  forest  lands. 

The  new  national  forest  purchase  units  to  be  established  include  five 
in  Ohio,  four  in  Iowa,  and  three  in  Indiana;  States  which  heretofore  have  had 
no  national  forests.    Other  new  forest  units  authorized  were  four  in  Alabama, 
two  in  Missouri,  and  one  each  in  Michigan,  and  Virginia. 

In  southern  Iowa,  the  United  States  Forest  Service  plans  to  put  "back 
into  trees  land  that  was  once  well  wooded,  but  is  now  reduced  to  brush  lands 
or  is  worn  thin  by  injudicious  farming. 

The  foresters  believe  it  is  feasible  to  reestablish  tree  crops  on 
this  land,  and  establish  a  good  forest  cover.    Trees  crops  in  that  area  were 
once  a  major  source  of  income  to  farmers.    A  forest  cover  will  also  do  much 
to  chech  too  rapid  runoff  of  the  rains  and  to  heep  soil  washing  within  rea- 
sonable bounds,  as  well  as  to  partially  control  periodic  flooding  of  river 
valleys  in  Iowa  and  north  Missouri. 
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The  region  in  which  the  new  national  forest  units  are  to  "bo  established 
in  southern  Indiana  used  to  bo  one  of  the  richest  hardwood  regions  in  the 
United  States,     In  fact,  about  70  snail  sawmills  still  operate  within  the  pro- 
posed national  forest  areas  and  produce  about  30  million  board  feet  of  lumber 
a  year. 

The  land  also  has  important  possibilities  for  game  production  and  as 
public  hunting  grounds. 

The  areas  proposed  for  forest  in  Ohio  uaed  to  have  some  of  the  finest 
hardwood  stands  in  the  Ohio  Valley  and  was  one  of  the  rich  farming  centers. 
But  cutting  off  of  the  timber  and  cultivation  of  the  too  steep  slopes  have 
wrought  havoc  over  large  areas.    The  plan  is  to  restore  these  forests  to  some- 
thing of  their  virgin  productivity  and  manage  them  for  sustained  yield  of  timber 
products.    The  foresters  claim  that  the  proposed  restored  forests  in  southern  and 
southeastern  Ohio  will  furnish  employment  benefiting  about  17  hundred  families. 

But  more  about  these  developments  later. 

AFiIOUilCEliEITI :     This  is  Station   and  you  have  heard  the  FARM  FLASHES. 

The  FARM  FLASHES  are  presented  by  the  Station  to  which  you  are  listening  in 
cooperation  with  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT ;     And  now  for  our  FARM  FLASHES  I  Today  the  FARM  FLASHES  again 

bring  us  a  report  of  some  of  the  developments  in  agriculture  and  agricultural 
adjustment.        These  FARM  FLASHES  are  from  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture 


■ooOoo- 


This  week  we  are  drawing  near  the  close  of  the  sign-up  of  sugar  adjust- 
ment contracts. 

Last  week,  you  remember,  Adjustment  officials  announced  that  sugarcane 
farmers  in  Louisiana  and  sugar  beet  farmers  in  all  the  beet  states  except 
Ohiorj.  Indiana,  and  Washington,  would  have  to  complete  the  sign  up  this  Saturday 
(February  9)  in  order  that  individual  acreage  allotments  may  be  computed  so 
growers  can  get  the  information  they  need  in  making  their  contracts  with  the 
factories. 

Farmers  are  now  signing  sugar  beet  adjustment  contracts  in  California, 
Montana,  Iowa,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Kansas,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Utah,  Washington,  Wisconsin, 
Wyoming,  and  New  Mexico.     In  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Washington  the  sign-up  can  go 
on  for  another  week.     The  closing  date  for  the  sign  up  in  Washington  State, 
Indiana,  and  Ohio  has  been  set  for  February  lb. 
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Adjustment  Administration  officials  expect  about  100  thousand  contracts 
will  be  signed  in  this  sugar  campaign.  Of  those  already  signed,  more  than  20 
thousand  have  already  been  forwarded  to  Washington,  D.  C. ,  for  auditing  and 
oayment.     But  field  workers  have  been  checking  contracts  carefully  "before 
forwarding  them.     Because  of  that  preliminary  check  up  many  contracts  have  not 
yet  reached  Washington;  but  that  careful  checking  in  the  field  is  calculated 
to  save  time  in  the  long  run. 

As  Chester  Davis,  administrator  of  the  Adjustment  Act,  pointed  out  in  a 
speech  to  farmers  in  Michigan  last  week,  under  the  adjustment  program  the 
Michigan  sugar  industry  is  not  only  assured  of  a  market  because  of  the  quotas 
established  under  the  Act,  but  is  also  assured  of  approximately  fair  exchange 
value  for  sugar  beet,  and  crop  insurance  against  losses  beyond  the  control 
of  producers.     The  same  applies  to  other  sugar  beet  States. 

And  now  about  the  possibilities  of  a  potato  program.     Commenting  on  the 
plans  suggested  by  representatives  of  l6  leading  potato  states,  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago,  Administrator  Davis  revealed  that  the  Adjustment  Administration  is 
engaged  in  developing  plans  along  the  lines  suggested  by  that  potato  committee. 

He  said  that  the  Adjustment  Administration  has  no  program  to  sell  to  the 
growers,  but  is  glad  to  match  its  time  with  the  potato  growers  in  the  develop- 
ment    of  a  workable  plan. 

The  corn-hog  program  is  moving  right  along. 

Practically  all  of  the  first  payment  checks  under  the  193^-  Corn-Hog 
program  have  been  distributed,  and  about  half  of  the  second  installment 
payments  have  now  been  made  and  checks  are  going  forward  in  increasing  volume. 

The  signing  of  the  applications  for  the  1935  corn-hog  adjustment  con- 
tracts are  now  getting  under  way  in  the  leading  corn-hog  States,  and  Adjustment 
officials  estimate  that  more  than  a  million  contracts  will  be  signed  this  year. 
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That  will  not  be  much  different  from  the  sign  up  last  year. 

Reports  coming  to  the  corn-hog  section  of  the  Adjustment  Administration 
have  shown  estimates  ranging  from  80  to  90  per  cent  of  last  year's  figures,  up 
to  5  or  10  Per  cent  more  signers  than  last  year. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Black,  chief  of  the  corn-hog  section  says  that  is  those 
forecasts  should  prove  to  be  accurate,   the  1935  program  should  be  fully  effective 
in  holding  -oroduction  in  line  with  demand.     He  says  this  is  significant,  because 
full  success  of  the  1935  program  depends  upon  cooperation  of  a  majority  of 
producers.     If  a  majority  does  not  take  part  in  the  program,  Dr.  Black  thinks 
a  burdensome  surplus  of  corn  might  easily  result  and  the  swing  back  to  heavy 
hog  production  would  get  under  way.     Then  the  corn-hog  industry  as  a  whole 
would  lose  much  of  the  ground  gained  thus  far. 

And  here  is  a  sort  of  bird's-eye  view  of  the  res\ilts  of  the  milk  marketing 
program.     The  Adjustment  Administration  has  made  an  analysis  of  22  Federally 
licensed  markets,  before  and  after  licensing. 

That  analysis  shows  that  dairy  farmers  serving  those  markets  got  over 
lUvj-  million  dollars  more  for  their  Class  1,   or  fluid  milk,  during  193^>  than 
they  would  have  received  for  the  same  volume  under  the  average  nrices  paid 
for  that  class  of  milk  in  May,  1933 »  before  any  licenses  were  in  effect. 
That  is  the  gross  return  to  -oroducers.     It  does  not  allow  for  small  deductions 
from  payments  to  producers,  agreed  to  by  their  cooperative  associations  seeking 
the  licenses,      But  in  many  cases,   those  deductions  are  no  larger  than  the 
deductions  previously  paid. 

But  more  about  other  adjustment  activities  another  time.    We  have  here, 
a  report  from  one  of  our  agricultural  agents  in  the  Argentine.     It  tells  about 
the  moves  the  Argentine  government  is  taking  to  improve  the  quality  of  its 
wheat  for  export.     This  report  to  our  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  says  that 


FARM  FLASHES   -k~  2-6-35 

the  Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  making  special  investigations  with  a 
view  to  establishing  eventually  a  system  of  grain  standards  that  Argentine 
wheats  may  be  marketed  on  the  basis  of  quality, 

Argentine  has  a  varied  climate  and  can  grow  a  wide  variety  of  wheats. 
In  the  area  of  scant  rainfall  and  cold  winters,  farmers  grow  hard  wheats.     In  the 
northern  half  of  its  wheat  belt,  farmers  grow  semi-hard  and  soft  varieties. 
But  in  both  the  northern  and  southern  half  of  the  wheat  belt,  Argentine  farmers 
grow  a  large  acreage  of  soft  and  inferior  wheat,  and  those  are  the  varieties  the 
government  is  trying  to  eliminate. 

The  Argentine  Government  is  carrying  on  extensive  plant  breeding 
experiments  and  is  conducting  milling  and  baking  tests  in  the  various  varieties, 
types,  and  export  grades  of  Argentine  wheat. 

The  report  says  the    Ministry  of  Agriculture  recognizes  that  as  long 
as  the  marketing  system  permits  the  mixture  of  soft  and  hard  varieties  and 
superior  and  inferior  varieties,  Argentine  growers  will  have  difficulty  in 
establishing  a  reputation  for  their  best  varieties  in  world  markets.  The 
Argentine  agricultural  authorities  are  urging  on  their  Congress  the  passage 
of  a  Grain  standards  Act  based  on  the  actual  milling  and  baking  properties 
of  Argentine  wheat  and  prohibiting  the  sowing  of  undesirable  varieties. 

So  much  for  a  little  glimpse  at  progress  in  another  wheat  country. 

AHITOUNCBI IBITT:     This  is  Station    and  you  have  just  heard/the  FARM  FLASHES. 

This  station  presents  the  FARM  FLASHES  in  cooperation  with  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 


